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WTNEY AND DI STR CT H STCR CAL AND
ARCHAECQLOG CAL SO ETY

NEWSLETTER NO 3, APR L 1978

The Society is nowwell into its second year of |life and has a
consi derabl e achieverrent. It has held a nunber of |ecture neetings,
bei ng addressed by historians of note. It has organi sed several field
expeditions, and its study groups have been gathering useful data for
witing the history of Wtney and the area around. It has taken
publication very seriously and this third newsletter contains a nunber
of articles by nenbers which summarise work undertaken by groups and
individuals so far. In addition the «fordshire County Miuseum obviously
i npressed by so nmuch interest shown in local history in the tow, has put
on a series of lectures during this winter entitled "Wtney in the Past".
M. CJ. Bond has kindly allowed us to print the text of his |ecture "The
Qigins of Wtney". The first part appears in this issue.

Al this is highly satisfactory. Wat is needed now, as our
treasurer remnded us in the last issue, is an increase in nenbership.
Only by doubling our subscribing menbers can a Society |ike ours hope to
grow in influence. ly by growing can it hope to survive. The danger
our Society finds itself inis that it may be content to becone a
conpl acent clique, exclusive and inward-1ooking. Mre concerned with
filling Langdal e Hallthan wthincreasing its nunbers and seeking a |arger
nmeeting place. |If it does not growit will join the ranks of those nmany
short-lived historical and antiquarian societies in our county in the past
which, like day flies, had a brief but gay |ife before vani shing into
oblivion. P ease each one of you bring a new menber to the next neeting.

If the Society does grow it can enbark on the real task of |ocal
societies interested in rescuing the past fromoblivion, the publication
of original records, the resurrection of primary sources. Naturally this
is costly, interns of energy, printing expenses and paper. W need nore
nmenbers. Help the Society by recruiting those nenbers in 1978.

VW thank David Hall and Keith Lawence for allow ng menbers to
wite reports on their |ectures. Trevor Cooper has again provided sone
excellent illustrations for our newsletter. Shirley Barnes, the County
Archivist has kindly provided us with facilities for reproducing the
drawi ngs. Margaret Burnett has nost efficiently typed and duplicated
our copy.

Messrs Wtney Press produced the cover which is a watercol our of
Wtney at the end of the 18th century, ascribed to Paul Sandby. It is
reproduced by permssion of the Victoria and A bert Miseum D 915-1904:
QO own Copyri ght.

The Honorary Editor, John Steane, MA xon, F.S. A, Cogges Manor
Farm GChurch Lane, Wtney, xfordshire, would be glad to receive nmateri al
for the next nunber by the end of May, 1978.

Al articles appearing in this newsletter are the copyright of the
authors. Al rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmtted in any formor by any neans wi thout perm ssion
inwiting fromthe Society.
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'S amese twin type nonster, born at Wtney, recently brought to
Chequer Inn kford for exhibition.*
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*n Tuesday and Ve¢dnesday | ast, the grand anniversary festival of
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at which were present nost of the principle |ladies and gentlenen
of the nei ghbourhood to the nunber of near three hundred; and the
whol e was conducted with the utrmost regularity and decorum'



THE CRA NS OF WTNEY

Wtney is basically a nedieval town. There was certainly a
settlenment here in Saxon tines, but there is no evidence that this had
achi eved urban status before the Nornan Conquest. However, we cannot
ignore the pre-nedieval period. To understand the origins of the
nmedi eval town we nust | ook back to Saxon, to Ronan and even to Prehistoric
times; and to look not only at the actual site of the town itself, but
also at its surroundings. Wtney did not suddenly appear in a vacuum
but was established in a | andscape whi ch nay have been intensively used
for many centuri es.

In studying the origins of any town we have recourse to four nain
types of evidence: -

(1) The present |andscape: The life of any nodern town i s constrai ned
and restricted by relict features - buildings, property boundaries,
streets, open spaces, even the very site of the town itself - which
have been inherited fromearlier periods of its history. These
features often cause considerabl e i nconveni ence today: one thinks
of the difficulties of acconodati ng the volune of nodern traffic in
narrow nedi eval streets, the way in which old buildings so often
create blind spots, awkward corners and hi ghway obstructions, the
unsuitability of narrow 15th and 16th century frontages to the
denands of nodern chain stores, and the dereliction of the |ong
gardens and yards behind so many town centre shops, no |onger needed
now that the buil di ng occupying the plot frontages are so often not
permanently lived in. Yet still they persist, partly through inertia
and partly because they possess certain qualities which we val ue
despite their inconvenience. Until eventually such features are
swept away by whol esal e redevel oprent, they can tell us nuch about
the origins and historical devel opnent of a town.

(2) Chance finds: The value of inplenents and objects |eft behind by
our predecessors tends to vary in inverse proportion to their
financial or artistic value. A single gold coin or a richly-
ornanent ed brooch nay have been picked up and | ost several tines
during the course of its existence, and may have travelled far from
its place of origin. Its value as historical evidence woul d,
therefore, be relatively slight, unless it came froman identifiable
archaeol ogi cal context. On the other hand, if a handful of grubby
sherds of neolithic pottery turned up in a Wtney garden next week,
this woul d be nuch nore exciting, as this would be nuch nore
likely to be an indication of neolithic occupation nearby.

(3) Archaeol ogi cal excavation: Unassociated objects are still of
relatively slight value; but if objects can be recovered under the
control l ed conditions of a proper archaeol ogi cal excavation, they
can be used to identify and date structures, which can provide a
great deal nore infornmation. The problemhere is that archaeol ogica
excavation is now a highly specialised and skilled process,
requiring all sorts of scientific back-up facilities. It is there-
fore extremely expensive, if carried out on any adequate scale.

It is atragic irony of the 20th century that, at a time when nore archaeo-
logical sites are being destroyed by nodern devel opnent than ever

before, the proportion of themwhich can be excavated and publi shed

to worthwhil e standards continues to decrease. ly a mnority of
threatened sites can be examned, and this has to be carried out in
relation to a strict scale of priorities. The opportunities for




excavation to enlarge our know edge of the origins of Wtney are,
therefore, strictly limted. Mery little work has taken place in
the town centre itself, but there have been a nunber of inportant
di scoveries nade in recent years in advance of the construction of
the Wtney, Ducklington and Hardw ck bypasses.

(4 Docunentary evidence: Wtney has a docunented history begi nni ng
inthe 2nd half of the 10th century; but it was already by then
a well -established settlenent, and the witten sources tell us
nothing of its beginnings. As tine goes on the value of the
docurrent s continues to increase; but there remain many gaps during
the early niddl e ages. There are, therefore, serious limtations
to the contribution of docurmentary evidence to the present topic.

The Setting of Wtney;

The physical site of Wtney is one of the factors which gives the
town its distinctive character even today. Three aspects of the site
shoul d be noted, in particular:-

(i) Its general location is at the foot of the Cotswol d dip-sl ope,
at exactly the point where the Rver Wndrush leaves its constricted upper
val l ey, incised through the oolitic linestones of the Cotswolds, to enter
a much broader, open vale on the O«ford A ay. Like so many narket towns,
it was thus in a position to handl e the produce of two very different
types of country.

(ii) The actual town centre stands on a dry island of cornbrash
breaki ng up through the danp alluvial flats of the Wndrush valley: it
is, infact, conpletely surrounded by a great abandoned neander of the
Wndrush. Before the meadows were drained, this gave the site a
consi derabl e degree of natural protection. Even now, aerial photographs
show how cl osely the configuration of the old neander is reflected in the
shape of the roads and built-up area of the town.

(iii) O the Cogges side of the valley, a narrow tongue of Forest
marbl e projects across the alluvium formng the | ow spur on whi ch Cogges
church and manor-house stand. The valley floor is nore constricted here
than for sone distance either upstreamor downstream and there is easy,
flood-free access to what nust, inearly tinmes, have been an inportant
fording-point. The general alignment of the early east-west cross-
val l ey route can be traced from Cogges Church Lane across to Crown Lane
and on to Corn Street. This alignnent seens to have been disrupted and
reduced in inportance at a later period, a suggestion which will be
exam ned further bel ow

The physical advantages of a site do not, of their own accord
generate a settlement. They have to be, firstly, recogni sed, and then
expl oited, by an individual or community whose requirenents they happen to
nmeet. As nen's requirenents change intime, so can the pattern of their
settlenents: a snall walled tow |like A chester can disappear after the
5th century so conpletely that there is now not a building on the site,
whil e seven centuries later a conplete newtown |ike Wodstock can arise
on an expanse of waste ground. So much enphasis today is placed upon the
continuity of settlenents and other features in the | andscape, that it nay
be worth rem ndi ng oursel ves that such najor changes can still occur; and
that even a site with such apparent physical advantages as Wtney's was
not autonatically predestined as a settlenent site for all tine.



Prehistoric Settlenent:

VW do not know whether Wtney's neander core was occupied in
prehistoric tines. The evidence has been destroyed, or seal ed, by the
nodern town. Al though the distribution of chance finds suggests a degree
of activity and novenent in the area froma very early date, there are no
significant concentrations of finds which mght suggest a settlenent
site anywhere within the present built-up area.

The first few thousand years of hunan activity in the Wtney area
are largely represented by a catal ogue of chance finds, few of which are
exactly provenanced. Perhaps the ol dest object ever found in Wtney is
a perforated stone mace-head, nowin the Pitt-Rvers Miseum this type
of inplenent is not always closely dateable, but it may well be of
mesolithic origin. |Its precise find-spot is not recorded. The neolithic
period is also represented at present only by a single find: an opaque,
pearly grey unpolished chipped flint axe, dated to c.3000 B.C., found
on the south-west side of the town in 1958 besi de Eama's Dyke, in the
fl oor of the abandoned river meander. The meander channel has al so
produced one inportant Late Bronze Age find, a bronze sword di scovered
at a depth of 3 netres immediately south of Corn Street and east of
Eama' s Dyke: this is nowin the Ashrmol ean Miseum

There are further Bronze Age finds recorded fromthe nearby country-
side, which may surest an intensification of activity in the area during
this period. A bronze pal stave fromNew and, on the Cogges side of the
Wndrush, is nowin the British Miseum A Beaker burial is recorded from
a srmall gravel-pit near the Hardw ck crossroads, 2 /2 mles to the south-
east of the town. Surface scatters of waste flint flakes and cores of
Neol i thic and Bronze Age date have been col | ected, sometines in
considerabl e quantities, fromMnster Lovell, Leafield, Eynshamand ot her
surroundi ng pari shes.

The earliest clearly identifiable features surviving in the present
| andscape probably date fromthe Bronze Age. The | ower slopes of the
Cotswolds to the north of the tow still contain a nunber of round barrows,
including a cemetery of at least five barrows between Gaw ey and Leafi el d.
O the lower ground of the Wndrush valley and the «ford clay val e, nost
of the barrows have been pl oughed flat for many centuries; but under
favourabl e conditions they can still be eeen fromthe air in the form of
crop-marks. There are great dangers in attenpting to interpret the
patterns seen on aerial photographs w thout excavation. At |east sone
of the ring-ditches and circul ar crop-narks so often assumed to represent
pl oughed-out round barrows, subsequently turn out to represent either
archaeol ogi cal features of different date, or, on occasions, are
conpl etely nmoder n phenorrena such as the sites of wartime searchlight
batteries, or tethered goat! However, there are several exanples
around Wtney which, fromavail abl e evi dence, |00k genui ne enough. A
group of four circles north of Northfield Farm Wodgreen, and a group
of three half a mle south-east of Springhill Farm Cogges, nay represent
snal | barrow ceneteries on the east side of the Wndrush. There are
al so isolated exanples imediately north of Qurbridge and west of
Ducklington. As we progress down the Wndrush beyond Hardwi ck to the
extensi ve gravel terraces around Standl ake and Stanton Harcourt, the
nunber of ring-ditches, and, indeed, of all other types of crop-narks,
increases enornously. This is, to alarge extent, because it is the
per meabl e gravel soils which nost frequently produce conditions likely
to reveal such sites inthe crop, and not, necessarily, that the gravel
soils were especially attractive to early settlers. Qur distribution



maps of prehistoric settlement in kfordshire are at present grossly
overbal anced in favour of the gravels, sinply due to the ready
availability of information fromthem

In contrast to the relative frequency of Bronze Age ceneteries and
barrows, evidence for Bronze Age settlenents related to themis very
sparse. Inthe Iron Age the reverse is the case: far nore settlenents
than ceneteri es have been recogni sed. A though there is a hill fort
21/2mles east of Wtney in EynshamHal |l Park, no particularly early Iron
Age material has been recorded fromnearer the tow itself. The later
part of the pre-Ronan Iron Age, however, has much nore to offer. An
earthwork between Wtney and New Yatt, called Gims Dtch, nay be part
of an extensive systemof |inear dykes centred further to the north-east.
This systemhas been dated to the first half of the 1st century A D.,
the late pre-Roman Iron Age, but its function is not yet fully understood.
It appears to be related to the large fortified |owand sites known as
"oppida’ which were built by the late Iron Age Belgic peoples, and it
coul d concei vably be a western bastion of the Catuvel | auni, the nost
powerful Belgic tribe in the south-east, built during their westward
penetration into Dabunnic territory. The total area enclosed is
estimated at some 22 square miles, and nust have included extensive
tracts of woodl and and open ground; no major Belgic settlement area
has yet been found within it.

What ever the function of Qims Dtch, the future site of Wtney
lay outside the area enclosed by it. There is, however, clear evidence
of smaller-scale Belgic activity closer to the town site. |Imediately
to the north-west of Qurbridge is a sub-rectangul ar crop-mark encl osure
approached by a | ong droveway defined by ditches. The Wtney bypass j ust
mssed this, so it has not been excavated; but it closely resenbl es
sone of the so-called 'banjo' enclosures’ of Wessex, where exanpl es have
been dated by excavation to the late pre-Ronan Iron Age. A probable
hut circle with pits and ditches discovered during construction of the
Har dwi ck bypass in 1974 produced Bel gi c-type pottery. n the Ducklington
bypass several Belgic sherds were found in association with a pit and a
series of ditches, probably part of a nmuch nore extensive site. On the
Wtney bypass pottery found near Spring H I, Cogges, suggested a late
Iron Age settlenent on the |ow step just above the Wndrush fl ood pl ai n.
More recently excavation has been taking place at a circular Iron Age
encl osure at Mngies Dtch, Hardw ck, but as yet this has produced no
recogni sably Bel gic pottery.

The only evidence fromwithin the town itself is a couple of late
Iron Age coins, neither exactly provenanced: a gold stater inscribed with
the name of Bodvoc, a ruler of the Dobunni immediately before the Ronan
invasion;; and a silver coin of Epaticcus, ruler of the Atrebates of
Ber kshire and Hanpshire, c.AD 25-35. Another silver Dubunnic coin has
cone nore recently fromthe Ducklington bypass.

There is little doubt that the distribution of Iron Age sites around
Wtney as known at present is still very inconplete. Apart fromaerial
phot ogr aphy and chance di scoveries, there is not at present nuch hope of
filling inthe gaps. The friable nature of nuch Iron Age pottery means
that it stands | ess chance of surviving in ploughsoil, and so sites of
this period are less likely than Roman or Medieval sites to be |ocated
by systenatic fiel d-wal ki ng.



Ronan Settl enent:

One of the major Roman roads of southern Britain, the Akeman
Street, passes three nmles to the north-west of Wtney on its way from
St. Albans to Grencester. No doubt a nunber of |ocal service roads
originally linked up with this, and we can probably identify one of
these in the dead straight |engths of road, track and hedgerow fol | oned
by parish boundaries for sonme 212 mles fromGgley Farmalong St. John's
Lane towards Leafield. The mnor Roman roads of the area were not
necessarily, however, all quite so distinctive, and they nmay be very
difficult to identify on the ground.

The | argest Romano-British settlements near Wtney are both cl ose
to the Akeman Street, 31/2mles tothe north at Wlcote and 4 mles to the
west at Asthsll. Neither has any evidence for defences, but we are
probably justified in thinking of these as large villages, if not snal
t owns.

When we turn to rural settlenment, we perhaps think first of all of
villas. There is a very inportant group of Roman villas to the north-
east of Wtney, within the area nmore or less delimted by the Gims Dtch
eart hworks, including North Leigh, Fawl er, Stonesfield, Dtchley and
several ot hers.

The nearest villa to Wtney, at Shakenoak, 2 1/2nles to the north-
east, is of especial interest, since it has been examned i n sone det ai
inrecent years. The site lies in a shallowvalley draining north-
eastwards to the Evenlode. The first najor building was a house on the
north side of the streambuilt during the second half of the 1st century.
The rising prosperity of the villa, based on expanding agriculture, is
reflected by its growth in size and confort. It had fairly elaborately
painted walls and by the | ate 2nd century was perhaps as | arge and | avi sh
instyle as any in «fordshire, with the exception of North Leigh. Early
in the 2nd century an agricultural building had been erected on the south
side of the stream In the md 3rd century there was a naj or reorgani sation
when this was converted to a snall, well-appointed dwel Ii ng house conpl et e
with baths. Mich of the original dwelling was then denolished.

The econony of Shakenoak cannot be considered here in detail.
Car boni sed grains of spelt wheat have been found, together wth the bones
of horses, cattle, sheep and pigs, and a | arge nunber of oyster shells.
A fishpond was nade when the villa expanded south of the streamin the
early 2nd century. Wile there is no evidence for a reduction in the
level of agricultural activity or a decline in living standards in the
4th century, Shakenoak clearly did not experience the enornous expansi on
of sone of the neighbouring villas during this period. It has been
pl ausi bl y suggested that the Shakenoak estate mght have been absor bed
by its richer neighbour at North Lei gh, which was undergoing particularly
spectacul ar growth at this tine.

Sout h-west of the Wndrush is a further group of Ronmano-British
settlements and farnsteads |ess materially weal thy than Shakenoak. At
| east one exanple, on the line of the Hardw ck bypass, seens to represent
a native lron Age settlenent which continued in occupation right through
tothe late 3rd or early 4th century. On the Wtney bypass at CQurbridge
the ditches, pits and occupation spreads of another Romano-British
settl ement were discovered. 1In this case there was no evidence of pre-
Roman occupation, the pottery sequence beginning in the later 1st or
early 2nd century and continuing to the 4th century. An interesting



sidelight; on this site is that on the 1840 tithe map the field in which
it lies is cailed Long Mskin, A "mskin" is a dunghill; is it

concei vabl e that we have here a reflection of the mddens of the Ronan
sett| ement ?

A rather nore elaborate Ronan settlenent, not occupi ed before the
md 2nd century, was examned before the construction of the Ducklington
by-pass at Red Lodge. This had been previously known fromaerial photo-
graphs whi ch showed a droveway defined by ditches, wth rectangul ar
enclosures on either side. Excavation reveal ed evidence of substantial
bui I dings, including |inestone roofing tile and fragments of tegul ae and
box tile, which may represent a villa site. It was occupied at least to
the md 4th century.

The evidence fromWtney itself is again extrenmely sparse. The 18th
century antiquary, Thormas Hearne, records in his diary in 1709 that he had
seen sonme Roman coins fromWtney. There is also an old record of
several urns, described as of Upchurch ware, fromCage H|Il, Northfield
Farm Wtney; and, nore recently, a thin scatter of Ronano-British
pottery has been ploughed up not far fromthe find-spot of these urns.
There i s, however, no evidence at present to suggest any significant
occupation during the Ronan period on the site of the later tow centre.

Late Ronan and Sub- Ronan period

During the later 4th century part of the Qurbridge settlenent was
abandoned and its site used as a | ate Ronan cenetery. The total size of
this is not known, but 19 graves have been excavated. Their orientation
is very variable, but there seens sone preference for a north-south
alignnent. Three of the graves contained decapitated i nhunati ons, wth
the skull laid near the feet, a common |ate Ronan and Angl o- Saxon
practice. The grave of one adult woman included two infant burials. No
grave goods were present, except for several sets of hobnails. There was
no evidence for coffins, although one burial seens to have had its hands
and feet either tied or closely bound in a shroud.

A simlar situation seens to have occurred at Hardw ck, where the
burial of a child and two adults was di scovered on an abandoned part
of the settlenent there.

The general picture of the end of Roman occupation in Britain
nowadays is that it finished with a whinper rather than a bang. Wth the
wi thdrawal of central government at the beginning of the 5th century, the
Roman towns and farnsteads underwent a slow, protracted decline. The
nunber which actually went up in flanes under traditionally bloodthirsty
Angl o- Saxon assaults are apparently very much in a mnority. At
Shakenoak occupation continued at least until 430, but the place was
clearly in decline inits final stages, with its inhabitants reduced to
living in a single roomat one end of the building, the renainder
becom ng a roofl ess shell used as a rubbi sh dunp.

The evidence of l|ate bronze buckle plates and ot her equi prent at
Shakenoak suggests the presence of a nmilitary, possibly barbarian
nercenary element there in the 5th century. Possibly the owner of the
North Leigh estate was stationing small forces in his outlying farnsteads
for defensive purposes, A late 4th century buckle plate fromRed Lodge
al so suggests a mlitary presence there during the final phases of
occupati on.



Early Saxon Period

The first appearance of the Angl o-Saxons in Vst xfordshire nay
wel | have taken the formof the recruitnment of barbarian nercenaries
by local |landowners. In the later 5th and 6th centuries the initial
trickle became a flood as fresh incursions of Germani c peopl es increased,;
a consi derabl e sub-Roman popul ati on al most certainly survived, however.

The early Saxon settlers are recognised nost readily fromtheir
ceneteries, which are oftenrichin grave-goods. At Yelford, 2 1/2 mles
south of Wtney, in 1857, 26 inhunations were excavated froma gravel pit
by Stephen Stone, all neatly arranged in rows, with iron knives, keys,
rings, bronze strips, bone conbs and di scs, and anber and gl ass beads.
Near Ducklington church two nore burials, possibly part of a larger
cenetery, were found during gravel -digging in 1860: grave-goods incl uding
gold and silver pendants, a silver wire ring, glass beads and a bone conb
dated these to the 7th century. A further three 7th-century burials
were found during the Ducklington bypass excavations at Red Lodge in 1974,
grave-goods here included a gol d-nmount ed beaver-tooth pendant, a neckl ace
with silver, glass and shell beads, a bone spindl e-whorl and thread-
pi cker and sone punch decorated bronze strips of uncertain purpose. An
isolated single burial which was probably Saxon was reported from
Coket hor pe in 1859.

Early Saxon settlenents, such as the |oose-knit scatter of post-
built and sunken-floored huts excavated at New Wntl es at Eynsham have
so far proved elusive in the Wtney area. They nust surely exist in
associ ation with the known ceneteries, but only Yelford has so far
produced any hint of an acconpanying settl enent.

The nost conprehensive evidence of changes in the early Saxon
period has cone from Shakenoak, where there is considerabl e evidence for
Saxon occupation north of the streambetween the 5th and 8th centuri es.
Iron-smel ti ng was anongst the activities taking place here, but the main
basi s of the Saxon econony seens to have been sheep-farmng, nuch
nore inportant than it had been in Ronman tines. There is evidence for
wool - cardi ng, spinning and weavi ng at Shakenoak, whi ch perhaps fore-
shadows the textile industry of |ater nmedieval Wtney. At |east nine
burials in the ruins of the Roman buil dings are probably part of the
cenetery for this Saxon settlenent, although they are not firmy dated.

Perhaps the nost interesting information of all from Shakenoak is
t he ecol ogi cal evidence, which gives a fascinating glinpse of the changes
in the countryside around Wtney. The Roman | andscape had been one of
grassl and, scrub and parkland, w th considerable areas of arable
cultivation on the villa estates. In the Anglo-Saxon period we have
evi dence of considerable reduction in the area under cultivation, an
increase in pastoral farmng, increasing flooding in the valley bottons
due to neglect of drainage, and extensive return of scrub and regenerating
ash, birch and beech wood. An area whi ch had been perhaps the richest
and nost thoroughly settled and cultivated parts of the county during the
four centuries of Roman occupation was in the process of regressing to
formthe heart of the nedieval Forest of Wchwood, which was to becone
such an inportant factor in the later life of Wtney.

Late Saxon Wt ney

Sormewhere around the 7th or 8th centuries there seens to be a
period of najor upheaval in the settlenent pattern. Evidence is fairly
w despread throughout mdl and and southern England, although the reasons



are as yet inperfectly understood. In xfordshire sone of the early
Saxon settlenents |like New Wntl es and Shakenoak were abandoned, whil e
we get evidence for the first tine of the appearance of our present
villages. Qurbridge is docunmented by 956, Ducklington in 958, and
Wtney itself has appeared by 969.

The ol dest feature of Wtney to survive is its name. Various attenpts
have been made to interpret its meaning. One suggestion links it with
early forns of the name of the Rver Wndrush. Another suggestion, put
forward by Monk in 1894, is that it signified a place where the Wtan, the
Saxon royal council, net. This idea, though probably erroneous, would
seemharm ess enough; but it has unfortunately been taken up by a

recent account which, unwittingly using a circular argument, quite
positively asserts that the Wtan did neet here. There is no shred of
evidence for this. The most likely interpretation of the name is that

it means the 'island of Wtta', a Saxon | andowner whose nane al so appears
in a charter boundary |andmark called Wttan nore, or Wtta's Marsh.

The island referred to is, of course, the nmeander core on which the town
centre |ies.

V¢ know not hi ng of the shape or extent of late Saxon Wtney,
although it was inportant enough to have acquired a nint by the md-
11th century. Odnance Survey maps published before the last war
admttedly show quite clearly the course of what is labelled as a
" Saxon Ranpart', follow ng the inner edge of the meander core from
Lowel I Place round the inside of E'ma's Dyke, to the south of The Grofts,
passing i mediately south of St. Mary's churchyard and Mount House.
Details of this feature were first published by Gles in 1852, who
obtained his information from'a zeal ous native antiquary', M. Langford.
Unfortunately it has proved archaeol ogically elusive. Sections cut
across its line by the Southern Hectricity Board in 1959 and the
devel opnent of the new housing estate west of The Gofts failed to reveal
any sign of a ranpart or ditch.

JAMES BOND

1775 WED 7th JUNE - JACKSON S OXFCRD JOURNAL
M oughman and two horses struck dead by lightening in Curbridge
Field: boy and other horses unhurt.

1759 THUR 9th AUG - JACKSON S OXFCRD JOURNAL
John Roberts, |abourer of Qurbridge, eloped fromw fe and
famly. Reward for his apprehension offered by parish officers,
Thomas Lankshaw and Thomas Wi ght .

1771 TUES 5th CCT - JORNAL GF JOHN WESLEY
| went on to Wtney. | amsurprised at the plainness and
artl essness of this people. W would imagine that they |ived
within 10, yea 50, mles of Oford?
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